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situations. The municipality had to provide services to many citizens who didn’t pay annual fees in return to its services
because they were listed as residents in their home towns and cities. Moreover, most of the Governmental Institutions
and International Missions that Beitunia hosts are exempted from any municipal fees according to the Palestinian Lo
cal Governance Lows.

Thus, to tackle the challenges of the rapid population growth and the demand for a better quality of life, the Municipal
ity of Beitunia launched its strategic plan in early 2006. The strategic analysis, the vision, strategies, and the Capital
Investment Plan (CIP) were generated after several workshops with the participation of several stakeholders of the city.

The Capital Investment Plan (CIP) concentrated on the following main development priorities:

Infrastructure, Services and Environment,
Institutional Structure and Public Partnership,
Socio-Cultural Aspects and Economic Aspects.

The municipality uses updated tools and methods in the administrative and technical sectors, which leads to making the
right decisions in the process of selecting new projects, in the internal control system, the supervision and monitoring
of our services, and in collecting taxes from the registered residents.



Beitunia Municipality: a brief introduction

Beitunia is located at 3 kilometers to the west of Ramallah within the Ramallah and El-Bireh Governorate in the central
West Bank. Its land area consists of 2,617.4 hectares, of which 336.2 hectares form the built-up area. The Israeli West
Bank barrier separates the urban area from %66 of the city>s land; however most of the cut-off territory is made-up of
forests and open spaces making it prime agricultural and grazing land.

The first village council of Beitunia was founded in 1953 under the chairmanship of Mr. Abdullah Hassan Fehmi. After
that, the first municipal council was founded in 1965 under the chairmanship of Mr. Salah Alnather then Mr. Fakhri
Qurt became the mayor of the municipal Council.

The first elections for the council were in 1972 and in 1976, after that in 1986 until 1995. In 2012 Mr. Ribhi Dola won
the elections became the mayor of Beitunia municipality.

The Beitunia Municipality provides services to its community of around 33,000 citizens since 1965. After the second
Intifada in 2000, an unexpected internal migration took place to the governorate when Ramallah and El-Bireh became
the commercial center of the Palestinian Territories. The increasing number of job opportunities that became available
in Ramallah and El-Bireh made Beitunia a suitable living location for those who wanted a more affordable city to live,
since it is the closest to them with cheaper rents and living costs.

This increase in the population added an extra burden on the municipality under the current economic and political
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